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Reflections with Pastor Scott

I’m not Religious but...

| mentioned it briefly in my Pentecost sermon, but the one line | heard
again and again from various people from around the world while we were in Greece was,
“I’'m not religious, but...” As we see our churches struggle with declines in attendance,
volunteers less plentiful and a sense that the world doesn’t care much about religion
anymore, it would be easy to give up hope. | know | have certainly had such moments when |
have wondered if this is it for the church as we know it.

In some ways | do think this is it for the church “as we have known it.” Notice | said, “as we
have known it.” |1 did not say it is the end of the church. It seems in history around every 500
years there is a big reformation or some sort in the world. We know this well. Each year we
celebrate Reformation Sunday, which was about, you guessed it, 500 years ago. So, when |
hear folks say, “I am not religious but...”, | hear hopeful words. Hopeful because | am still
sensing in many of those folks a respect or appreciation for, perhaps even curiosity for the
divine in our world. This is where | believe God will do God’s work, in the place of curiosity
and maybes. | just wonder if we are willing to be a part of it or if we are going to remain in
our grief over the church we’ve lost and so dearly loved?

Now | am not exactly sure what God has planned, but | know the gospel message is the heart
of it. On Pentecost, God was doing a new thing, and that new thing is why we are here today.
We are here today because many of those gathered on that first Pentecost took seriously the
invitation to share the good news of Christ life, death and resurrection. Today, just as in Jesus
day, there were those who didn’t believe in Jesus as messiah, had been hurt by the church in
one way or another and those who are curious about God and God’s movement in the world.
These are all opportunities for us to share what God has done in our lives and live out our
baptismal calling to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and striving for justice and peace in all the earth as
described in our ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal).

’

Our journey of faith continues, and we trust God’s Spirit will lead us. Together we can
confidently pray, “O Lord God who has called us, your servants, to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and
your love supporting us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen”

Continuing the journey of faith and hope with you,

Pastor Scott
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Synod Assembly Recap FINAL CREDENTIALS REPORT

The Synod Assembly held on May 18, 2024, was Total Voting Members: 275

attended by a total of 337 synod members Porsoms of Color o Longuoge
including 275 voting members, six observers, and Women: 56 STTIL San Hagiees

Man: 20 Youth Membars [under 18) 8

56 visitors/volunteers. We give thanks to our host ey
. A Nos &y o4 Yeung Adelrs {12.20) 1
congregation, Grace Lutheran Church in Des — .

s
Moines, to all who assisted in the planning and oo <

leadership of the day, and to all the attendees. Word & Socramect (Poskerd 98

We began our time together in worship — centered on our theme, “We Lift Our Eyes” — from Psalm 121. It
was a joy-filled service with special music from Grace Lutheran Church Music Director, Amy Boers, the GLC
Choir, and members of the Mariachi Club from Pacific Lutheran University. During the service, we officially
installed Rev. Judy Brennan as our Director for Evangelical Mission. We are grateful that we received over
$5600 in offering that will be shared between Lutheran Community Services Northwest (LCSNW), Lutheran
Disaster Response (LDR), and the NW Washington Synod Bishop’s Caring Fund (supports rostered leaders by
providing scholarships and emergency aid). THANK YOU for your generosity!

Assembly business items included approving the recommended changes to our synod constitution that were
forwarded from the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly and the 2025 Synod Budget. The presented budget was
amended to include increased compensation for our rostered synod staff members so that they would
receive synod guidelines. (A note from the bishop: while this budget approval is an affirming sign and
appreciated, it also calls for increased mission support from our congregations. Please encourage your
congregation leaders to prayerfully consider increasing your congregation’s mission support this year.)

Following Synod Council approval, the assembly joyfully received our newest congregation, Hope Church in
Lake Stevens. Originally a Covenant Congregation, they left that denomination and began exploring what it
would mean to become an ELCA congregation. They began renting from Holy Cross Lutheran in Lake Stevens
and had many conversations about what it might mean to do ministry together. Although that partnership
never came to fruition, through those discussions Hope discerned a call to stay in Lake Stevens and become
an ELCA congregation.

In addition to the written reports shared ahead of the assembly, we received oral reports from our Synod
Officers: Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee, Vice President Kay Edgerton, Treasurer Bart Brosten, and Synod Secretary
Rev. Netsie Griffith. These reports are posted on our assembly webpage:
https://www._lutheransnw.org/synod-assembly

Additionally, we shared video reports and stories from Ministry Partners and Synod Committees. You will find
these — and written reports received — also posted on our assembly webpage. Look for a link to view a
recording of the full assembly to be posted on the synod website to be posted soon.

A handful of synod members donned fun flame headbands to share stories of how the Spirit is working in our
synod in new or surprising ways. We heard about a group of youth ministry leaders joining forces to offer
opportunities for their young people; how one congregation is being transformed by the welcome and
inclusion of Spanish-speaking neighbors; how another congregation challenged themselves to learn more
about what it means to welcome and support a leader of color; how one cluster of congregations is
collaborating to support one another in new ways; and how a passion for archery is creating a new sacred
space. (Look for more of these stories next year!)

Continued ——>




Finally, we held elections for Synod Council, the Committee on Discipline, the Consultation Committee, and
for 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly Voting Members. THANK YOU to all the nominees for allowing their
names to go forward for consideration. We are so grateful to have such talented and gifted people open to
serving! Below you will find the roles and names of those who were elected at this assembly:

Synod Council

David Kinner (Youth from Pointe of Grace, Mukilteo)

Sam Martinez (Young Adult from Christ the Servant, Bellingham)
Sherianne Caldwell (Layperson from Immanuel, Seattle)

Dan Squires (Layperson from Our Savior’s, Everett)

Elly Stitt (Layperson from Prince of Peace, Shoreline)

Deacon Luke Allgeyer (Columbia City Church of Hope, Seattle)
Rev. Andy Arnold (Shepherd of the Valley, Maple Valley)

Rev Paul Eldred (Central, Seattle)

Rev. Sam Sseba (Prince of Peace, SeaTac)

Committee on Discipline

Rev. Glen Aaberg (Hospice Chaplain)

David Foster-Koth (Faith, Seattle)

Rev. Jory Mickelson (Faith, Bellingham)

Deacon Marie Preftes-Arenz (Faith of N. Lakewood, Marysville)
Bob Spencer (Our Savior’s, Everett)

Consultation Committee

John Fairbairn (Faith, Bellingham)

Rev. Katherine GrayBuck (Church of the Apostles, Seattle)
Rev. Kari Lipke (Gethsemane, Seattle)

Eric Peoples (First, Bothell)

Voting Members to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly include 3 rostered ministers and 6 laypersons. Of those in
the delegation, 1 is a youth, 2 are young adults, 1 person identifies as non-binary, and 3 are persons of color:
Dante Austin (Immanuel, Seattle)

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee (Faith, Everett)

Vice President Kay Edgerton (Nativity, Renton)

Rev. Ivar Hillesland (Church of the Apostles, Seattle)

Rev. Kristi Lambing (Fir-Conway, Mount Vernon)

Seth Lambing (Pointe of Grace, Mukilteo)

Rachel Pritchett (Bethany, Bainbridge Island)

Kasey Shultz (Columbia City Church of Hope, Seattle)

Nisar Stephen (Grace, Des Moines)

Our next synod assembly will be held next year at the Edward D. Hansen Conference Center in downtown
Everett. This will be a two-day assembly on May 16-17, 2025. In addition to reports, approving a budget,
electing persons to various roles, we will be holding an election for bishop. Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
announced to those gathered that she is willing to serve another term if nominated and elected. (Look for
more information soon from the Synod Council about the Bishop Election Process.)

We are so grateful for each of you. And together, in thankfulness, we lift our eyes to God, to each other, and to our
neighbor, trusting that our help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth!




FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Spending Guidelines Snapshot thru 4/30

Apr 2024 YTD

General Offerings Received 3 2197313 87,865 .86
Building Use 5 498.00 1,704.62
Interest - General Operating Fund 3 15015 47373
From Childcare - Overhead Reimb 5 580.00 2.,900.00
From Preschool - Overhead Reimb 5 250.00 1,000.00
Total Income $ 23,451.28 093,944.21

Budgeted Expenses Paid 3 23,08524 7, 788.35
Budgeted Benevolence Paid Out 3 1,009.00 4,036.00
Total Expenses % 24,994.24 101,824.35

Overage (Shortage) $  (1,542.96) (7,880.14)|

Sunday Scripture Lessons for

June 2024

June 2nd: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost June 9th: 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
e Deuteronomy 5:12-15 e Genesis 3:8-15
e Psalm 81:1-10 e Psalm 130
e 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 e 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
e Mark2:23—3:6 e Mark 3:20-35
June 16th: 4th Sunday after Pentecost June 23rd: 5th Sunday after Pentecost
o Ezekiel 17:22-24 e Job38:1-11
e Psalm92:1-4, 12-15 e Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
e 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 e 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
e Mark 4:26-34 e Mark 4:35-41

June 30th: 6th Sunday after Pentecost

e Lamentations 3:22-33
e Psalm 30
e 2 Corinthians 8:7-15
e Mark5:21-43



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-3-13/0#
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CHANGEMAKERS

SERVE. VOLUNTEER. LEAD.
Changemakers is a student
leadership program where
teens get hands on experience
connecting and working within
issues and causes important to

AMPLIFY

AMPLIFY is a strength based
program that connects teens
with the power of music and
art through a social-emotional
lens. Youth form bands, write,
record, and perform their own
music while being mentored by
local Seattle musicians.

MIAKERS GUILD

DREAM. DESIGN. BUILD.

Makers Guild provides teens
practical experience with
planning, designing and building
everything from guitars to
arcades. Think fike an engineer,
and get hands on experience with
being a maker.

FOR THE
COMMUNITY
THROUGH THE
AMPLIFY
PROGRAM

DOUG STANDISH | TEEN PROGRAM COORDINATOR
TEENS@CRC-SC.ORG

BENEVOLENCE OF THE
MONTH

June 2024

CRC Teen Programs

M-F 2:00-5:30

The CRC gives teens a chance
to learn, grow, achieve, and
build identity around positive
factors. They discover their
agency, and use music, art, and
film to share their voice and
ideas with the world.

“] DO CRC
3 PROGRAMS TO
EXPRESS
INDIVlDUAL MYSELF, TO
5“ D HAVE A
COMMUNITY,
AND TO MAKE A

DIFFERENCE”
-CRC TEEN

RESILENCY
COMMUNITY




APRIL 2024 NOTES FROM THE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE TEAM

I It has been a busy spring. Thanks to our mowing crew and new team members John Leque and Jay
Whitford, we are getting the work done each week. We are also thankful to “retired” crew member
Dale Johnson for seeing that our two riding mowers were repaired and back in service.

You may have noticed how good Pioneer Hall is looking. The painters from D.J. Hopkins have been
great to work with. There is still some touch up and clean-up work that they have promised to do for
us. We now have a new dusk-to-dawn area light on the north end of Pioneer Hall.

Our stage crew set up and took down the stage for the Pre School spring program.

| met with the technician from Pye-Barker for the bi-annual check of our kitchen cooking area fire sup-
pression system.

Sadly, a we found a large broken window in the Fellowship Hall We are in the process of getting a bid
to have the window replaced. Fortunately, only the outer pane of the double pane window is broken
so we are not exposed to the weather.

The lock to the Child Care building quit working and is being repaired by the locksmith.

Funding for an upgrade of a fire alarm system to meet new licensing requirements was made available
form the state of Washington’s community investment budget. Work on the system could start this
summer. All the buildings will be linked into one monitored system.

Correcting the issues with our water system is not happening quickly. Having an engineer plan a filtra-
tion system to meet state requirements appears to be a 6+ month process. Child Care is providing
bottled water for drinking and cooking; Pre School is out till fall. The manganese level does not present
an urgent health concern for adults when we have a cup of coffee at church each week, but we are ob-
ligated to make the correction.

Dan Bauermeister

SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATE

The Stillaguamish Cluster has begun planning for our 3rd
annual Cluster Worship Service.
Sunday -- September 15, 2024 -- Stanwood Fair Grounds --

BECOME INVOLVED BY SHARING YOUR THOUGHTS & IDEAS
THE CLUSTER CORNER We are STRONGER TOGETHER




Dear CLC congregation and family,

As this will be the last DOVE | am responsible for putting out, | wanted to say thank you to all of the
members of CLC and Pastor Scott for being so gracious and supportive during my time as your Parish
Administrator. Words can not express what it has meant to me over the last years to be able to serve
CLC in this capacity. | will miss everyone and know moving forward, | will take many, many fond memo-
ries with me. The entire Larsen family will miss the warmth and comfort we have found in Camano Lu-
theran, and will visit as often as possible. Thank you all. You have had a deep impact on our lives.

Sincerely Yours,
Saralyn Larsen

THE GATHERING PLACE

THE . ‘%% CLC’s volunteer night at the Gathering Place is the first
Q ¥ o Thursday of June, the 6th. If you are available and would

like to volunteer, please contact Susann Hendrickson or
the church office. Thank you for a your help!

. But you, O Lord, are a shield around me,
gme.f my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.

g,rou.p | cry aloud to the Lord,

and he answers me from his holy hill.
—-Psalm 3:3-4

Your Care Team offers a Bereavement Support group for anyone grieving loss of any kind.

“We come from our grief experience as deeper persons because we have been down

in the depths of despair and know what it’s like. We come out of it stronger for we have had to learn how to
use our spiritual muscles to climb the rugged mountain trails.”

Come join us on the third Monday of each month at 2pm at the Leque residence
718 State Highway 532. Questions?

Call Linda at (907) 500-8706.

All are welcome !




THE CLUSTER CORNER

MAY 2024

THE CLUSTER CORNER
Susann Hendrickson & Kevin Teichgrab (Camano Lutheran Church)

Greg Husted & Carol Lindenmuth (Our Saviors Lutheran Church)
Jolene Rod, Karen Dicken, Debra Compton, Kris Rinnert (Peace Lutheran)

Greetings to all from the Lay Cluster Group. You may have heard mention of us and wondered what we’re
about......so a VERY brief history. The Stillaguamish Cluster is made up of North Snohomish County/Island
County ELCA Lutheran Churches. In late 2020 the pastors of the cluster invited lay leadership to come togeth-
er to uplift one another and explore ways to strengthen the relationships of the cluster community. Blessed
by proceeds from a Grace Grant, Deacon Le Brandes was able to lead the core group of participants for a year.
During that time we wrestled with two books: Leading in a Liminal Season, How to Lead When You Don’t
Know Where You’re Going (Susan Beaumont) & Living Lutheran, Renewing Your Congregation (Dave Daubert).

We continue to meet on a regular basis. Recently we have been blessed to be able to participate in a fulfilling
and enlightening coaching/mentoring series under the guidance of Pastors Jade Chienyu and Hector Garfias-
Toledo.

If you have any questions or would like more in depth information about some of our ideas or have some
thoughts or ideas you’d like to share, we invite you to engage with any of the above people.

Mission Statement of the Stillaguamish Lay Cluster

Our individual congregations are changing and have limited resources to address the growing needs of our
communities. Our communities will benefit from the strength of the Stillaguamish Cluster when we come to-
gether to more effectively “love our neighbor.”

God is calling our congregations to work more closely together. To accomplish this we will increase connec-
tions, communication and opportunities to love and serve our neighbors.

We seek to increase connections by fostering relationships individually and congregationally. We are working
to create avenues of better communication via websites and church newsletters. We will continue to invite

and share reimagined opportunities to work together.

The energy and excitement of our previous combined worship services benefited a variety of local charities.

We are looking forward to where God is leading us. We are the Body of Christ and Stronger Together.




CHILDCARE CORNER JUNE 2024

I Mother’s Day was a huge success here. The children made their mom a very special card that included a
picture of their child, a questionnaire the children answered about their mom, and an art project using
their hands. When asked how old their mom is, one child gladly spoke up and said “100”. Another child
answered the question, “What makes your mom happy?” His answer was, “When | listen.” Every mother
enjoyed their gift.

The Fire Alarm System will be installed in June. It has taken a very long time to get to this point. Thank you
to those who worked tirelessly to make this happen.

The Childcare Door needs to be repaired. The door handle (on the outside) falls off. Currently we are using
the door that enters the narthex. In speaking to the Locksmith yesterday, the part they needed to order
will take a few more weeks to be delivered.

Our Summer Program will begin Thursday, June 20", Each of our classrooms is almost full. I've been partic-
ularly pleased with our school age group. It is much larger than any other summer since we reopened. Al-
so, we continue to get calls about our school age summer program.

| would like to take this time to thank each of you for your support in the childcare. Without you, this pro-
gram would not be what it is. | am forever blessed to be a part of such a wonderful place. God is good!

Blessings to you all,
Deanna Glenn
Childcare Director

Artwork by the
children of Camano

@wwmnnl
R ex Friends

Lutheran Childcare




CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2024 SENIORS!

EMILY STAFFENHAGEN

Emily is a 2024 graduate of Stanwood High School and one of this years Valedictori-
ans. She is a Washington Honors recipient and 4.0 student.

g About herself, Emily says: Who am | and what have | done? Well it’s easy really, I'm
considered a quiet kid but I'm also a yapper. | love having quiet time and yet I'm al-
ways making plans. | have worked hard in school and now | get the honor of being
Valedictorian. | haven’t achieved much when it comes to awards and that’s okay be-
cause | know that in the future I’'m going to help people. | am going to attend the Uni-
versity of Washington to study nursing so | can pursue my passion of helping others.
My goal is to make a difference in this world even if that just making someone smile

, through the pain. I’'m going to help those in need because that’s who | am and what |
will do.

Emily’s mom, Jamie says: She has worked really hard her whole life to get to where
she is and we are very proud of her and everything she has accomplished and can’t
wait to see what happens next.

MALLORY LARSEN

Mallory is a 2024 graduate of Stanwood High School. She is a 7 time letter win-
ner in Volleyball, Basketball, and Tennis (in spite of three knee surgeries during
her High School years). She has maintained a 3.8 GPA, is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Sports Medicine Club and State Qualifier, First Year Ger-
man Student of the Year, Year 11 Language Arts Student of the Year, and this
years Health Sciences Student of the Year. Mallory also loves to volunteer and
has happily given many hours to the Stanwood Girls AAU Basketball Program

| and Stanwood Camano Food Bank.

-

Mallory is very excited to be continuing her education at The University of Or-
' egon in the fall, where she will be studying Human Physiology and currently

| plans to become a Physical Therapist. We are immensely proud of her ex-

| treme perseverance, determination and hard work.

Camano Lutheran Cemetery is managed by volun-
teer board members from Camano Lutheran
Church. We have options for in-ground burial or
i == L cremation and niche wall cremation. Anyone can
CAMANO LUTHERAN mss e ,

CEMETERY ; be buried at Camano Lutheran Cemetery - church
: ‘ ; membership is not required.

Interested in purchasing a plot or just have ques-
tions? Contact Karen Camp at CamanoCeme-
tery@gmail.com or 360-722-6666.
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

| Vacation Bible School I
Peace Lutheran Church, Silvana

June 25th—June 27th
5:30-8:00 pm
Preschool through 5th grade

We will kick off the fun with family dinner,
everyone is welcome to stay the entire evening!

Register now!
360-652-8739/office@plsilvana.org




Birthdays

2nd Abbigail Honold 16th Karen Selle

2nd Bill Wagner 21st Karen Malmin
4th Michelle Vogue 27th Amber Kintner
4th Paul Shoup 27th Jane Salnick
4th Shirlee Erickson 28th Marie Mark
7th Carol Anne Sears 28th Lisa Brents
: : 7th Kathy Lauer
Anniversaries 8th Marion Erickson

1st David & Marie Mark 14th Steve Baker

9th Steve & Pat Thorsen 15th Paige Lightbody
23rd Arlyn & Bev Harang 16th Ivan Miller
23rd Daniel & Joan Bauermeister

* If we missed your birthday or anniversary please call the church office or email us at
office@camanolutheranchurch.org so we can celebrate with you.*
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Healing for: Phil Rifner, Kathy Lauer, C.J., Ruth Hintz, Pastor Lori Cornell, Dave Perkins, Don, Alexis, Pastor Paul
and Elsie Wietzke & Family, Kathy Walker, Janette, Mindy Rigney, Nathaniel and Anna Powers, Dene Henderson.

Guidance for: Port Towns: Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:

Damien Weller, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero,
John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Kyle Osburn

PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE PRAYER LIST UP TO DATE BY NOTIFYING THE CHURCH
OFFICE OF ANY ERRORS, OMISSIONS, OR CHANGES. THANK YOU.
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